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ABSTRACT
1960 Now (2000s)

“Foreigners” and “Criminals”

Dreamers live in a waiting game where they do not know if at any moment this program could be
taken away from them and the life they built in the United States goes away.



NATIVISM

Nativism describes an attitude that favors established
residents over immigrants, inspired by fear and anger. 
Nativism is a cancer
Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) 



THE BEGINNING

Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
Plenary Power Doctrine

“has allowed Congress to create, as even the Supreme Court
described, ‘laws that would be unacceptable if applied to citizens’”
(Ngai 12)



THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND
WORLD WARS

“The Depression tended to further complicate that uncertainty, often adding yet
more fuel to the fires of anti-Semitism and generating complaints like that of
Representative Martin Dies of Texas… who blamed the whole Depression on
immigrants” (Shrag 149)

Deportations
World War II

1942: The Emergency Labor Program 
Bracero Program



DACA

Dream Act of 2001
Barack Obama: DACA (2017)

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
“Dreamers”
Benefits

A work permit, licensing, school attendance, and protection from
deportation.

They cannot receive amnesty, a path to citizenship, voting or federal
benefits such as food stamps, financial aid and health coverage through
DACA.
Threats on DACA



INTERVIEWS OF DREAMERS

28 years old 
born in Nayarit Mexico 

immigrated to the United
States in 2000, when she was

4 years old.

26 years old
born in Nayarit Mexico 

immigrated to the United
States in 2000, when she was

2 years old.

KARMEN LYDIA



THEIR STORIES

High School
College
ni de aquí ni de allá (neither from here nor there)
Limbo
“Dreamers keep on dreaming” -Karmen



CULTURAL ARTIFACTS

Just Like Us by Karen Zacarías
Yadira: we don’t have the
same chances. (Zacarías 20-
21).

Present! A Latino History of the
United States

Washington DC 
Smithsonian National
Museum of the American
Latino



CONCLUSION 



REFERENCES 
Acuña, Rodolfo. Occupied America: A History of Chicanos. Harper Collins Publisher, 1988.
Benenson, Laurence. “Fact Sheet: Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA).” National Immigration Forum, 22 June 2023, immigrationforum.org/article/fact-sheet-on-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-daca/. 
Castillo, Verónica. Raíces, historia, y justicia latinas, 2022. Smithsonian National Museum of American History.
Connor, Phillip. “Daca 11 Years Later: From Students to Careers and Families.” FWD.Us, 12 June 2023, www.fwd.us/news/daca-anniversary/. 
Dalrymple, Louis. School begins. Keppler & Schwarzmann, Jan. 1899. Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2012647459/.
Dairymple, Louis. Uncle Sam with a Big Stick Political Cartoon, 1905. Smithsonian National Museum of American History.
“Federation for American Immigration Reform.” Southern Poverty Law Center, www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/federation-american-immigration-reform. Accessed 22 Mar. 2024. 
GARCÍA-ROMERO, ANNE. “KAREN ZACARÍAS: Navigating Multiple Borders.” The Fornes Frame: Contemporary Latina Playwrights and the Legacy of Maria Irene Fornes, University of Arizona Press, 2016, pp. 82–106. JSTOR,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt19qghkp.8. Accessed 23 Mar. 2024.
Gast, John. American Progress. George Crofutt, 1872. Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/97507547/.
Gerber, David A. American Immigration: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press, 2011. 
Gonzalez-Barrera, Ana, and Phillip Connor. “Around the World, More Say Immigrants Are a Strength than a Burden.” Pew Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project, Pew Research Center, 14 Mar. 2019,
www.pewresearch.org/global/2019/03/14/around-the-world-more-say-immigrants-are-a-strength-than-a-burden/. 
Just Like Us. Directed by Karen Zacarías. Concord Theatricals Corp, 2013.
Lopez, Mark Hugo, and Jens Manuel Korgstad. “5 Facts about the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals Program.” Pew Research Center, Pew Research Center, 15 Aug. 2014, www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2014/08/15/5-
facts-about-the-deferred-action-for-childhood-arrivals-program/. 
Lopez, Mark Hugo, et al. “ Latinos and Discrimination.” Pew Research Center’s Hispanic Trends Project, Pew Research Center, 25 Oct. 2018, www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2018/10/25/latinos-and-discrimination/. 
Mallon, Elizabeth J. “Cognitive Development and Processes: Review of the Philosophy of Jean Piaget.” The American Biology Teacher, vol. 38, no. 1, 1976, pp. 28–47. JSTOR, https://doi.org/10.2307/4445437. Accessed 24 Mar.
2024.
Ngai, Mae M. Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America. Princeton University Press, 2014. 
Published: Sep 17, 2023. “Key Facts on Health Coverage of Immigrants.” KFF, 6 Feb. 2024, www.kff.org/racial-equity-and-health-policy/fact-sheet/key-facts-on-health-coverage-of-immigrants/. 
Riojas, Yocelyn. My Dreams Are Not Illegal. 2017, National Museum of American Latino, Washington, D.C.
Ruiz Soto, Ariel G., and Julia Gelatt. “A Shrinking Number of DACA Participants Face yet Another Adverse Court Ruling.” Migrationpolicy.Org, 14 Sept. 2023, www.migrationpolicy.org/news/shrinking-number-daca-participants.
Schrag, Peter. Not Fit For Our Society: Immigration and Nativism in America. University of California Press, 2011.  
Truong, Trinh Q., and Silva Mathema. “DACA Recipients Bolster Social Security and Medicare.” Center for American Progress, 25 Jan. 2024, www.americanprogress.org/article/daca-recipients-bolster-social-security-and-
medicare/#:~:text=As%20DACA%20recipients%20work%20and,these%20benefits%20under%20current%20law. 
“US Immigration Reform: Stop Illegal Immigration: Fair.” Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIRUS.Org), 12 Dec. 2023, www.fairus.org/. 
“Undocumented Students in Higher Education: How Many Students Are in U.S. Colleges and Universities, and Who Are They?” American Immigration Council and Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration, 10 Aug.
2023, www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/undocumented-college-students-2023. 

https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2012647459/
https://www.loc.gov/item/97507547/
http://www.americanprogress.org/article/daca-recipients-bolster-social-security-and-medicare/#:~:text=As%20DACA%20recipients%20work%20and,these%20benefits%20under%20current%20law
http://www.americanprogress.org/article/daca-recipients-bolster-social-security-and-medicare/#:~:text=As%20DACA%20recipients%20work%20and,these%20benefits%20under%20current%20law

