METH, RAPE, & STATE

Japan’s Post-War Drug Epidemic

Jack William Fleming
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Question & Argument

How was the methamphetamine epidemic of the 1950s implicated in

Japan’s nation-rebuilding efforts in the post-war period?

The methamphetamine epidemic became a nation-building effort in itself,
demonstrating the Japanese state's ability to address a major social issue.
By implementing legal measures and using the media to mobilize public
opinion, the state successfully united with the public to curb the crisis.



Beginnings

e Immediate Post-War

e Pharmaceutical

Companies

o Dai-Nippon Pharmaceuticals
o Hiropon
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e Initial Government

Legislation

o Pharmaceutical Affairs Law
o Stimulant Control Act
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Proliferation
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Call to Action

e Effective Government Action
o Ammendements

o Police Reform

o Korean Discrimination
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e Public Initiatives
o Public Education
o Mothers Associations
o Teacher & Student Organizations
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e Curbing the Epidemic

Number of arrests related
to methamphetamines




So what...?
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e An important chapter in
Japan’s post-war period

e Lack of Discourse

e White-washing of Japanese " S
history ' LR
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e A case study to effectively
combat drug epidemics
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