
M E T H ,  R A P E ,  &  S TAT E
J a p a n ’ s  P o s t - W a r  D r u g  E p i d e m i c

J a c k  W i l l i a m  F l e m i n g



A  N a t i o n  i n  C r i s i s

“ T h e  a dd i c t…  w a s  a  f i t t i n g  s y m b o l  o f  a
d e f e a t e d  c o u n t r y . ”  -  D r .  M i r i a m  K i n g s b e r g



Q u e s t i o n  &  A r g u m e n t

How was the methamphetamine epidemic of the 1950s implicated in

Japan’s nation-rebuilding efforts in the post-war period?

The methamphetamine epidemic became a nation-building effort in itself,
demonstrating the Japanese state's ability to address a major social issue.
By implementing legal measures and using the media to mobilize public
opinion, the state successfully united with the public to curb the crisis.



B e g i n n i n g s  
I m m e d i a t e  Po s t - Wa r

P h a r m a c e u t i c a l
C o m p a n i e s

D a i - N i p p o n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l s
H i ropon

I n i t i a l  G o v e r n m e n t
L e g i s l a t i o n

P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  A f f a i r s  L a w
S t i m u l a n t  C o n t r o l  A c t



P r o l i f e r a t i o n  
I l l i c i t  P r o d u c t i o n  &  D r u g  u s e

T h e  N e e d l e

C r i m e  S k y r o c k e t s
K y o k o - C h a n  i n c i d e n t

M e d i a  F r e n z y
A s a h i  S h i m b u n
J a p a n  T i m e s

D r u g  Pa n i c



C a l l  t o  A c t i o n  
E f f e c t i v e  G o v e r n m e n t  A c t i o n

A m m e n d e m e n t s
P o l i c e  R e f o r m
K o r e a n  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n

P u b l i c  I n i t i a t i v e s
P u b l i c  E d u c a t i o n
M o t h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n s
T e a c h e r  &  S t u d e n t  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

C u r b i n g  t h e  E p i d e m i c
Number of arrests related

to methamphetamines



S o  w h a t . . . ?
A n  i m p o r t a n t  c h a p t e r  i n
J a p a n ’ s  p o s t - w a r  p e r i o d

 

L a c k  o f  D i s c o u r s e

W h i t e - w a s h i n g  o f  J a p a n e s e
h i s t o r y

A  c a s e  s t u d y  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y
c o m b a t  d r u g  e p i d e m i c s



T H A N K  Y O U !




