“And You May Ask Yourself,
‘Well, How Did | Get Here?’”’:

The Tension Between Authenticity and
Commercial Value in Early American Punk
and New Wave Music

Zachary Perrier
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Patti Smith Group

“Part of my act s like, y’know, street
rhythm stuff, and reqgular talking, and
lousy talking. Bad grammar, and

B y'know, slutty stuff, sleaze. All the stuff

e Aa N . you assoctate with rock ‘n’ roll. But then
‘ ’ [ juxtapose it with mental brilliance.
Y’know, just like Rimbaud, y'know?”

Patti Smith, Interview with KQRS San Francisco, circa 1973, KQRS
Collection, Library and Archives, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.




Talking Heads
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Richard Hell and the Voidoids

| ROCKSROLL,
HALI*EAME

RICHARD HELL, IVAN JULIAN, MARC BELL, BOB QUINE

RICHARD HELL AND THE VOIDOIDS

Hell’s first album for Sire,

Blank Generation, is a

culmination of his rock and
roll dreams. He has always
been a leader in the New Wave
movement,; the Voidoids, are
the band he was always
looking for.

Sire Records Press Release for Blank Generation, August 1977, Craig Bobby
Collection of Promotional Materials, Library and Archives, Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame.




Re: Richard Meyers (Richard Hell) vs.
Instant Records, Inc., et al

..l am sorry but we have all
become involved in what I
believe will prove to be a

frivolous action brought by

an ex—-artist who was
originally signed to Sire,
and who sole a very small
number of albums.
Unfortunately, his lawyer
seems to enjoy litigation.

Letter from Jonathan Brett to David Berman, Sire Records Collection,
Library and Archives, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.




“The B-52’s,”




Thank You!

‘Ramones Postcard,” Danny Fields Collection on the Ramones, Library and Archives, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
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