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APEX
FELLOWSHIPS

For information on
how to apply for a
fellowship, speak

with an APEX staff

member and
follow us.

THANK YOU

| want to sincerely
thank everyone who
supported me
throughout this
process, my mentors,
supervisors, faculty,
and family. Your
guidance,
encouragement, and
care made this
experience possible
and meaningful. I'm
especially grateful to
the donors for their

generosity, which gave

me the opportunity to
grow personally and
professionally. Thank

you for believing in me!!

W'

A

7Z///

WOOSTER

WAYNE
e CENTER

#ARTS

7///

ADVISING, PLANNING & EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

Justice Swint

— CLASS OF 2027 | Theater and Dance —

The Wayne Center for the Arts | Wooster, Ohio

About WCA

Wayne Center for the Arts in Wooster, Ohio, is
the oldest and most comprehensive visual and
performing arts organization in Wayne County,
founded in 1973. It's mission is “enriching lives
and strengthening communities through art.”

The Arts Center offers classes and workshops
in dance, music, theater, pottery, visual and
digital arts for all ages, as well as gallery
exhibitions, performances, and community
events.

In addition, the Arts Center plays a vital role in
Wooster's downtown arts district, contributing
to cultural vibrancy and economic
development.The Art Center continues to
nurture creativity, celebrate diversity, and bring
people together through the arts.

EXPERIENCE

During my internship at the Wayne Center for the
Arts, | worked as a dance instructor, teaching
students of different ages and skill levels. My
responsibilities included leading warmups, teaching
choreography, breaking down movements, teaching
dance vocabulary and giving feedback to help
students progress. | also went to staff meetings,
went venue scouting for our upcoming performance,
and taught different camps and prospective
students.

| created an encouraging classroom environment
where students felt confident to try new things and
grow not only as dancers but also as individuals. By
being reliable, professional, and adaptable, stepping
in wherever needed. | also helped the studio run
smoothly and supported my supervisor with any
additional tasks.

Overall, I contributed to the Center’'s mission by
fostering a space where students could express
themselves creatively, build confidence, and connect
with one another through the art of dance.

PURPOSE

My main goals for this internship were to gain
hands-on teaching experience, build
confidence as a dance instructor, and see if
teaching is something | would want to pursue
in the future. | was drawn to the Wayne Center
for the Arts because of its mission to make the
arts accessible to all, and | wanted to be part
of that impact.

Through this experience, | hoped to strengthen
my communication and leadership skills, learn
how to adapt choreography for different
students, and get a clearer sense of whether
teaching is the right path for me after my
performance career.

CONCLUSIONS

This summer | learned that | am adaptable and
patient, especially when teaching students with
different skill levels.

| discovered that | truly enjoy mentoring and could
see myself teaching dance in the future, not just
performing.

| strengthened my communication and leadership
skills by giving clear instructions, motivating
students, and creating a supportive environment.

At Wooster, I'll bring back this confidence and
these teaching strategies to rehearsals and group
projects. My next step is to keep developing as
both a performer and teacher so I'm prepared for
the career path | envision.
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