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Artistic Liberation in Exile:
Ovid’s Bid for Immortality

Nathan Budge
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Ovid: an
Inspiring Poet
in Uninspiring
Circumstances

- How does Ovid continue his
art after being banished?

- How does Ovid reshape his
legacy in response to exile?

- All translations are my own
unless otherwise noted
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Ovid: the Self- &= -
Aware Poet







Modern-day Constanta, Romania (formerly Tomis)

Reinterpreting
Exile Poetry

« Purports epic scale journey (Learned
poets, write down my sorrows instead of
Odysseus: / For | have endured more
sorrows than him)

« Often alludes to myth (The region
denies fruits, nor would Acontius have,
an apple on which / he might write here
words to be read by his own mistress)

« Expresses misery through command

of meter (Ov. Tr. 3.2.17-20; 3.1.11-16)
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19 cen. statue of Ovid in Constanta

Ovid’s Legacy

. Transforms exile into his Muse
- Shows resilience as clever poet

- Leaves an enduring mystery
about the facts of his exile
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