They Were Never a

" “Blank Slate Baby” ™

; Transnationdal A a/olmtees and their Na vigaﬁon of Urief “
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New York Times Bestseller
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e Searching for adoptee

community
> Personal experiences
with grief
* Volunteering/interning for

adoptee-related (@
organizations WASU
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® CO urses CI'|' WO OS'|'eI‘ STUDENT UNION

[
& g
7N )
T ]
0
[
% [
S 0
N r{, ]
;""n Ic’ S|
’ \ g
A2 -
\ A [2
A % g
\\ \ 5 [ U
0\ %
N4
N by 4) E
: o - - 3 1
R | , :
CAR ‘
A7 LA
Sl TR 2
AdE 9
ey



What is international adoption?
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T e e 300,000 children worldwide

. -3 / o Peaking in 2004, 22,884

adoptions (King 2019)
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e Various sending and receiving
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TRANSNATIONAL

e Causations: war, poverty, lack of

KOREAN ADOPTEES
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What | learned

e Lack of literature
about adoptees and

grief

e Variety ot social

stigmas
e Omittance of

adoptee voices



(AMBIGUODS | Theory

, ‘ LO S | o Critical Adoption Studies,

LEARNING TO LIVE WITH Ambiguous LOSS,

!
UNRESOLVED GRIEF ﬁ

g Transnationalism
| * Considering race,

gender, class

PAULINE

> Migratory experience




Ethnic/Racial
Participant Gender (Self- | Background Age at e o o o gy
Name Age |Identified)  |(Self-Identified) | Adoption
XT 21 |Female Chinese 9 months ® N|ne p(] |"|'|C|p(] n'|'S

Chinese-
Annabelle 22 |Female American 16 months ® YO un 9 @ 9 e O"'
Joy 25 |[Female Asian 6 months .

| adoption
Hugo 29 |Cis male South Korean |~6-8 months
— > Pre-memory
Hannah 23 |Female Asian American |10 months
: tormation
Daisy 26 |[Female South Korean |8 months
o

AF. 25 |[Female Korea.n 9 months G en d eran d

American
Emma 31 |Female Vietnamese 3 years old 9909 rC]pI"HCCI‘ reg|0n
M. 21 |Female Asian/Kazakh |11 months
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Analysis & Discussion

e Griet woven throughout the
results
e Main themes:
> Normative family
o Color-blind utopia
> Blank slate baby

> Adoptee agency




Future Work & Conclusions

e Ethnographic research at
doptee camp
e Larger age range
e Gendered expectations
ot griet
e Wider geographical range

ot adoptees




ThankYou!

Dr Zareen Thomas, SOAN Depar*men*
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