PROTECTING WOMEN'S SPORTS OR POLICING WOMANHOOD?
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PURPOSE METHOD FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS
This study analyzes Riley Gaines’s rhetoric on Ideological Criticism was used to analyze the The analysis finds that Gaines advances four Echo chambers & influencer reach: Unlike
transgender athletes to examine the ideology systems of belief and assumptions that shape core rhetorical claims: prior studies focused on legislators or media,
she advances as a member of an anti- Gaines’s interpretation of transgender this work examines anti-transgender rhetoric
transgender social movement opposing athletes. Ideological critiques focus on what Describes transgender women as not real spread by individual influencers. Social media
transgender inclusion in sports. happens when a rhetor’s audience accepts women amplifies these messages, forming an echo
Gaines’s interpretations. & oo ., | chamber where Gaines's audience never sees
. {wf' iley Gaines €2 - @) . .
Sources examined: - pro-transgender viewpoints
o . ’ : 0 . It's *always* "we support women's rights!" until it's a woman who wants
Gaines’s pOStS on X (formerly TWItter) Analytlcal process. the right to compete & undress free from less than mediocre men
* The Riley Gaines Show podcast  Conducted a literature review to inform

Keep your mentally ill men out of our sports, locker rooms, prisons, etc.

pre-writing analysis questions Overstated replacement narrative: Gaines's

 Used questions as a guide to evaluate Presents transgender women as inherently claim that cisgender women are being
Gaines’s rhetoric stronger than cisgender women replaced overstates transgender participation.

 Analyzed textual elements, ideologies, and In 2024, only 1.4% of U.S. high school
themes across X posts and podcast ’f’ﬁ' Riley Galnes 3 ¢ & students identified as transgender, with even
episodes Another day, another boy dominating in girl's sports. fewer participating in sports, making

wholesale replacement statistically

Aayden "Ada" Gallagher set a season record and beat the fastest girl by
over 7 seconds. improbable.

This was in Oregon. Ahem,

el Argues that cisgender women need Alignment with right-wing narratives:
RENTUER

SWIMMING & DIVING

protection from transgender athletes Gaines’s replacement framing echoes

‘f&" Riley Gaines @ f anguage from the 2017 Charlottesville
) (TS

orotests (trans women replace cis women),

This is not an adequate response from following Trump's threat

to pull funds from CA. Boys would still be competing against girls. and casts Republlcans as defenders of

women's sports while framing Democrats as

They're fully admitting girls are being pushed out of their sports by boys.
They just think the boys feelings matter more.

anti-woman.

Endorses legislative bans and Republican
candidates as the means of protection

%f‘ Riley Gaines & &)
«.'H.Lb'

Mikie Sherril voted against the Protection of Women and Girls in Sports
Act THREE times (2023, 2024, & 2025)

Jack Ciattarelli has signed the Stand with Women Commitment
promising to protect female opportunities & spaces.

New Jersey, The choice is clear. VOTE FOR YOUR DAUGHTERS.
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