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SNAP beneficiaries threaten to ransack stores

over government shutdown

One mother claims taxpayers must feed her children as SNAP benefits face cuts

‘ By Alba Cuebas-Fantauzzi - Fox News

Published October 31, 2025 2:16pm EDT

Source: archive.today



Research question:

How do media portrayals of welfare recipients
and perceived judgement affect recipient
behavior?



Literature & Theory
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How do media portrayals of welfare recipients and perceived judgement
affect recipient behavior?

IV: Media that
frame individuals DV: Self-
H1: who receive public == regulatory
assistance as — behaviors
undeserving.
IV: Media that
frame individuals Interv V: Feelings DV: Self-
H2: who receive public + of perceived + regulatory
assistance as = | judgement/feeling |=————> behaviors
undeserving. judged by others.




Methodology

Survey (small-n comparative
study) 2 DV & Interv V

> 50-participant survey of current
recipients

Latent content analysis
(observational) =2 IV

v > 599 posts on news platforms and
¥ brookerteejones Follow SOC|aI med|a

This is why we need to stop giving illegal ...

Source: @brookerteejones on Instagram



(Un)deservingness in Media:
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Media Consumption and Self-Regulation
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Perceived Judgement and Self-Regulation
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Itsiillegalitofeed wildlifelin ‘ m ‘ " t "

national parksbecauseithey, p I Ca | O n S

getidependention handouts
andiforget how/toisunvive.

H1 not supported

B Kinda sounds familiar;,

PP clossmtil H2 somewhat supported

Close ended study — limits
generalizability

Emphasize own deservingness
o Competition

Humane discussions about
government assistance

Y \ ‘ [
56 mercer.dylanisa” Follow

Feeding animals makes them weak ...

Source: @mercer.dylan.usa on Instagram



“[Cake mix] isnt a survival
need so they dont deserve to
spend other peoples money
on recreational use.”

PARTICIPANT #20 IN RESPONSE TO: “A WALMART CASHIER REFUSES
TO LET YOU USE SNAP ASSISTANCE TO PURCHASE A CAKE MIX FOR A
FRIEND'S BIRTHDAY.”




“Slightly angry. Everyone | live
with is on assistance, and
doesn't even make an attempt
to get a job unlike me.”

PARTICIPANT #5 RESPONDING TO: “A LOVED ONE MAKES A JOKE
THAT THEY PAY FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE WITHOUT GETTING
ANYTHING BACK FROM YOU.”




“| would feel judged, | would
feel unworthy of the doctor’s
time and feel some shame.”

PARTICIPANT #1 RESPONDING TO: “WHEN YOU GO FOR A REGULAR
CHECK-UP, THE DOCTOR STARTS TREATING YOU DIFFERENTLY AFTER

YOU PRESENT YOUR MEDICAID INSURANCE.”



Thank you to everyone
who made this project
possible.
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